
Christmas 2013 

As 2013 comes to a close, it is a good year to look back upon. For this family, it was a year in which we enjoyed 

good health (for the most part), growth and satisfaction. How nice to be able to say that! It is a joy and a blessing 

to be able to share the events and good news of this year with you.  

Alex has had a very busy year. He remained stationed at Camp Pendleton for the first half of the year. Jim and I 

visited over the 4th of July and very much enjoyed seeing the base, Alex’s barracks, meeting some of his team 

members and his team leader, spending some time on the beach and just getting a glimpse of our oldest child’s 

life. In August Alex deployed overseas. He is someplace quite warm and very much enjoying his work. We hear 

from him every few weeks with a nice, long phone call. He is temporarily attached to the Air Force and considers 

himself in heaven as the standard of living and eating is much higher than the Marine Corps. In November he made 

Corporal and now has responsibility for “millions of dollars of equipment.” Knowing Alex’s previous difficulties 

hanging on to his car keys and wallet, this must show enormous growth. All kidding aside, we are tremendously 

proud of him. He should be back state-side before summer and will be due several weeks of post-deployment 

leave. That is something to look forward to! 

 

Peter spent the spring and summer working for Leslie’s Pool Supply. His work involved hauling large bags of salt, 

customer service and advising pool owners on the chemicals to use and keeping the store neat and clean. In the 

first half of the summer, he was working pretty much 24/7. In September Peter returned to Pace. He attends the 

campus in lower Manhattan and lives in a brand spanking new dorm. He has made a good group of friends and 

really dug in with his studies. He is fast becoming a very mature and much more directed young man. He is now 

interested in engineering and considering a switch to a school with a strong engineering program. It has been 

wonderful to see him connect with school and social life and it is equally wonderful that he can pop home for a 

visit periodically—he is really just coming home to see his cats, but we pretend it is to see his parents. 

 

Ellie is halfway through her junior year at Smith. She is majoring in Economics and is bound and determined to go 

into investment banking. This determination has led her to become an incredibly proficient networker and she is 

mining those Smithie contacts in finance. This summer she secured a paid internship with a boutique financial 

services firm with a roster of 100 clients. She had a great experience visiting hedge funds and analyzing potential 

investments. This fall she has attended several recruiting events with major banks and she hopes to land 
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something for next summer with one of them. She loves Smith, has a great circle of friends and is doing very well 

academically. She is essentially the perfect daughter—especially as she is knitting a bit these days! 

Jim had a tremendously exciting and challenging job in the Spring finishing out the school year for a teacher on 

maternity leave. He taught 8th and 9th Grade English and enjoyed having his own classroom and getting to know 

the kids. His plans to seek a full-time position have been interrupted by dual issues with tinnitus and hyperacusis 

which have made it impossible for him to work in the classroom. So this fall he has been keeping things at home 

running smoothly and trying to get his hearing issues under control. It isn’t quite what he planned to be doing, but 

it does leave him time for crossword puzzles, Zillow-whoring (house hunting just for fun) and lots of reading.  

Jenny is still at Scholastic and very happy to be working. In addition to working on digital content and the Storia 

children’s app, she is responsible for print licensing as well. She works with a great group of people. This year’s big 

undertaking has been learning to spin (a long held desire) and that has been tremendously exciting. In October she 

bought her first fleece at New York Sheep and Wool and processing the fleece, spinning and dyeing is a huge 

learning process and lots of fun.  

Spring 2013 involved a bit of travel. Jim accompanied Jenny to the Bologna Children’s Book Fair at the end of 

March. It was a work/vacation. When Jenny was working, Jim poked around Bologna on his own. April represented 

30 years of wedded bliss and a long weekend in New Orleans.  

 

2013 has been a good year filled with happiness and love. We all hope that 2014 brings us more of the same and 

some fun adventures.  

We wish all that and more for you and your family as well.  

 

 

 

 


